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In 1985, Jamaicans organized several demonstrations protesting consumer price inflation. Tourism
industry businesspeople said it took them 1-1/2 years to recover. Since then, citizens have been
warned periodically by local business organizations to avoid "disturbances," and thus a reenactment
of 1985. Recently, Kenneth McNeil, member of parliament and hotel owner, directed a similar
warning at journalists whom he believes are highlighting environmental problems to the detriment
of the tourist industry, the island's largest foreign exchange earner. McNeil's hotel in Negril
(western end of the island) is located close to a 10-acre property which has been the focus of
controversy between environmentalists and developers. Ecologists oppose plans to build a 240-room
hotel complex on the beachfront property, asserting that it has far more value to the community as
an eco-tourist attraction. Sameer Younis, a leader of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, supports
McNeil's position. According to Younis, the local media lack professionalism and only sensational
and negative reports make headlines. He said the tourism industry, which brought in US$764
million last year, needs protection. Franklyn McKnight, former president of the Press Association
of Jamaica (PAJ), said cautionary statements regarding the capacity of bad news to destroy the
economy are "a lot of poppycock," coming from people with "a low esteem of the national good."
According to PAJ president Patrick Harley, the news should be reported even if it is not very
flattering for "special interests." The local media has covered growing environmental problems in
recent years, including several reports on the state of Kingston harbor, the seventh largest natural
harbor in the world. Environmentalists say that because of pollution from sewage and industrial
wastes, at present only the upper 12 feet of the harbor's water can support life. Certain polluted
beaches, including some along the tourist belt, have also been the subject of newspaper and radio
coverage. According to the Caribbean Community (Caricom) secretariat, deforestation takes place at
a rate of 3.3% per year. Deforestation is attributed to permanent conversion to cropland, migratory
agriculture, squatter communities and unregulated commercial forestry. The island also suffers
from extensive soil erosion because of denuded hillsides and the improper use of agricultural land.
(Source: Inter Press Service, 08/06/92)
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